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OFFICIAL CALL

MICHIGAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

ENDORSEMENT CONVENTION

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012

The Democratic Electors of the State of Michigan are hereby notified that by direction of the Executive Committee of the Democratic State Central Committee, the 2012 Endorsement Convention of the Michigan Democratic Party will be held at Cobo Center, Detroit, Michigan on Saturday, March 10, 2012.
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State Party Directive on Proportional Voting

I.
INTRODUCTION
Article 2.A.7. of the Rules of the Michigan Democratic Party authorizes the Party to endorse candidates for public office. Pursuant to that authority, the Executive Committee of the Democratic State Central Committee calls an Endorsement Convention for Saturday, March 10, 2012 at Cobo Center in Detroit, Michigan to endorse candidates for statewide public office, specifically the Supreme Court and statewide elected Education Boards. 

II.
MARCH 10, 2012 CONSTITUENCY GROUP CAUCUSES AND OTHER MEETINGS
Constituency caucuses and Democratic clubs may meet on Saturday, March 10, 2012 from 8 A.M. – 11 A.M. for the purpose of listening to candidates seeking endorsement.  In order to obtain a room and time, these groups must contact Sylvia Perkins at the State Party office at 517-371-5410.

III.
MARCH 10, 2012 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CAUCUSES

A. DATE, TIME AND PURPOSES

The Delegates from each Congressional District will meet in Caucus on Saturday, March 10, 2012 at 11 A.M. Eastern Standard Time at the places designated in this Call for the purpose of listening to candidates seeking endorsement. The Caucuses shall adjourn no later than Noon EST. The District Chairperson shall function as the permanent Chairperson.

B. VOTING PRIVILEGES

In order to vote at a Congressional District Caucus, a person other than a precinct delegate, elected official or candidate for public office must be a member of the Michigan Democratic Party at least thirty (30) days prior to March 10, 2012, or by February 9, 2012. Precinct delegates, elected officials and candidates for public office must be members of the Michigan Democratic Party on March 10, 2012 and may become members that day when they register for the Endorsement Convention.

C. PLACE

	DISTRICT
	LOCATION

	
	

	1st
	Room O2-43

	2nd
	Room W2-69

	3rd
	Room W2-66

	4th
	Room W2-70

	5th
	Room W2-64

	6th
	Room W2-67

	7th
	Room W2-65

	8th
	Room W2-63

	9th
	Room O3-45

	10th
	Room W2-68

	11th
	Room O3-46

	12th
	Room W2-62

	13th
	Room O2-33

	14th
	Room M3-32

	15th
	Room O2-44


IV.
MARCH 10, 2012 ENDORSEMENT CONVENTION SCHEDULE

A.
SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012

Beginning at 1 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, the Convention shall convene for the purposes of:

1)
Hearing a report on the number of Delegates and adopting rules recommended by the Chair of the Michigan Democratic Party;

2)
Electing Convention officers;

3)
Endorsing 3 candidates for Supreme Court;

4)
Endorsing 8 candidates for statewide Education Boards.
B. VOTING PRIVILEGES

In order to vote at the Endorsement Convention, a person other than a precinct delegate, elected official or candidate for public office must be a member of the Michigan Democratic Party at least thirty (30) days prior to March 10, 2012, or by February 9, 2012. Precinct delegates, elected officials and candidates for public office must be members of the Michigan Democratic Party on March 10, 2012 and may become members when they register for the Endorsement Convention.

V.
CANDIDATES SEEKING ENDORSEMENT
Candidates seeking endorsement shall file a form prescribed by the Chair of the Michigan Democratic Party on or before a deadline date established by the Chair, and collect signatures from delegates equal to at least 10% of the delegate votes, or 287 signatures. 

VI.
PROPORTIONAL VOTING SYSTEM
A proportional voting system (by County or by fraction of County in multi-county Districts) shall be used in District Caucuses and on the floor of the Endorsement Convention.  The system used shall be in accordance with the State Party Directive on Proportional Voting, a copy of which is attached.

VII.
CREDENTIALS
Credential cards shall be used for all voting at District Caucuses and at the Endorsement Convention.  On Saturday, March 10, 2012 credentials cards will be issued to eligible persons from 8 A.M. until 1 P.M. inside the Convention Hall. If warranted, the Chair of the Michigan Democratic Party may authorize additional time for issuing credentials during the evening of Friday, March 9, 2012. No fee or poll tax of any kind shall be required of any individuals as a condition of voting at the Endorsement Convention.

The Democratic State Central Committee shall provide a copy of the recommended Convention rules to Delegates as they register.

VIII. 
NOTICE OF ENDORSEMENT CONVENTION
This Call shall be mailed or e-mailed to all Federal and State Elected Officials and County, District, Club and Caucus Chairpersons on or before January 6, 2012. Notice of the Endorsement Convention shall also be given to the Michigan Democratic Party’s e-mail list, on the Michigan Democratic Party’s website and by other means.

IX.
ELIGIBILITY AND ALLOCATION OF ENDORSEMENT CONVENTION DELEGATES

A.
ELIGIBILITY

In order to serve as a Delegate to the Endorsement Convention, a person other than a precinct delegate, elected official or candidate must be a member of the Michigan Democratic Party at least thirty (30) days prior to March 10, 2012 or by February 9, 2012. Hand-delivered membership applications must be delivered to Hart-Kennedy House by 5 P.M. on February 9, 2012. Membership applications submitted online must be received by 11:59 P.M. on February 9, 2012. Membership applications submitted by postal service must be postmarked no later than February 9, 2012. Membership applications may not be submitted by FAX. Persons whose memberships are current as of February 9, 2012 but which expire before March 10, 2012 are eligible to vote if they renew their membership on or before March 10, 2012. Precinct delegates, elected officials and candidates must be a member of the Michigan Democratic Party on March 10, 2012 and may become members that day when they register for the Endorsement Convention.

B. ALLOCATION

There shall be one Endorsement Convention vote for each 500 votes or major fraction thereof cast for the Democratic candidate for Secretary of State in 2010 provided that no fraction of a County within a Congressional District shall be without a minimum of one vote.  In addition to the proportionate number of delegates allocated to each County/District, the State Central Committee has allocated an additional number of delegates equal to the number of incumbent Democratic Party legislators residing in such County/District.  These numbers are included in the County/District allocations listed below.
Delegates to the Endorsement Convention shall be allocated as follows:

DISTRICT



DELEGATES

1
Alcona



3



Alger



3



Alpena



8



Antrim



7



Arenac



4



Baraga



2



Bay (part)

           10



Charlevoix


7



Cheboygan


7



Chippewa


9



Crawford


3



Delta


           11



Dickinson


6



Emmet



8



Gladwin


7



Gogebic


5



Houghton


9



Iosco



8



Iron



4



Keweenaw


1



Luce



1



Mackinac


3



Marquette

           21

DISTRICT



DELEGATES


Menominee


6



Montmorency


2



Ogemaw


6



Ontonagon


2



Oscoda



2



Otsego



5



Presque Isle


4



Schoolcraft


3



TOTAL


      177


2
Allegan (part)


8



Benzie



6



Kent (part)


5



Lake



3



Manistee


7



Mason



7



Muskegon

           50



Newaygo

             9



Oceana



6



Ottawa


           42



Wexford


6



TOTAL
        

      149
DISTRICT



DELEGATES

3
Barry 


          13



Ionia


          12



Kent (part)

        132



TOTAL


      157


4
Clare



7



Grand Traverse
           23



Gratiot


             8



Isabella

           13



Kalkaska

             3



Leelanau


9



Mecosta

             8



Midland

           19



Missaukee


2



Montcalm

           12



Osceola


4



Roscommon


7



Saginaw (part)

           37



Shiawassee (part)
           10



TOTAL


      162

5
Bay (part)

          26



Genesee

        146



Saginaw (part)

          27



Tuscola

          14



TOTAL


      213

6
Allegan (part)

          15



Berrien


          32



Calhoun (part)

            1



Cass


            9



Kalamazoo

          69



St. Joseph

          10



Van Buren

          16



TOTAL


      152

7
Branch



8



Calhoun (part)

          33



Eaton


          35



Hillsdale

            8



Jackson

          36



Lenawee

          24



Washtenaw (part)
          32



TOTAL


      176



DISTRICT



DELEGATES


8
Clinton


          20



Ingham


          93



Livingston

          41



Oakland (part)

          28



Shiawassee (part)
            9



TOTAL


      191

9
Oakland (part)

        218


TOTAL


      218

10
Huron


            8



Lapeer 


          20



Macomb (part)

          93



St. Clair

          38



Sanilac


            8



TOTAL


      167

11
Oakland (part)

          51



Wayne (part)

        151



TOTAL


      202

12
Macomb (part)

        136



Oakland (part)

          98



TOTAL


      234

13
Wayne (part)

        196



TOTAL


      196

14
Wayne (part)

        242



TOTAL


      242

15
Monroe

          40



Washtenaw (part)
        107



Wayne (part)

          86



TOTAL


      233
TOTAL DELEGATE VOTES

     2869
As ordered by the Democratic State Central Committee:
Mark Brewer, Chair

Tina Abbott, 1st Vice-Chair

Lupe Ramos-Montigny, 2nd Vice-Chair

Ismael Ahmed, 3rd Vice-Chair

Rosa Holliday, Recording & Corresponding Secretary

Ramesh Verma, Treasurer

Tina Abbott, National Committeemember

Jill Alper, National Committeemember

Dennis Archer, National Committeemember

Mark Brewer, National Committeemember

Debbie Dingell, National Committeemember

Robert Ficano, National Committeemember

Bob King, National Committeemember

Joyce Lalonde, National Committeemember

Brenda Lawrence, National Committeemember

Jeffrey Radjewski, National Committeemember

Virgie Rollins, National Committeemember

Debbie Stabenow, National Committeemember

Rick Wiener, National Committeemember

Gerald Acker, Officer-At-Large

Nass Al Rayashi, Officer-At-Large

Larry Arreguin, Officer-At-Large

John Austin, Officer-At-Large
Georgi –Ann Bargamian, Officer-At-Large 

Randy Belliel, Officer-At-Large

Dan Bennett, Officer-At-Large

Fay Beydoun, Officer-At-Large
Ron Bieber, Officer-At-Large

Sharon Bommarito, Officer-At-Large

Robert Bowen, Officer-At-Large 
Jon Byrd, Officer-At-Large 
Nick Ciaramitaro, Officer-At-Large

Steve Cook, Officer-At-Large 

Danny Craig, Officer-At-Large
Derek Dobies, Officer-At-Large

Trina Ellis, Officer-At-Large

Pam Faris, Officer-At-Large

Richard Flynn, Officer-At-Large

Miguel Foster, Officer-At-Large 
Albert Garrett, Officer-At-Large

Cathy Garrett, Officer-At-Large

Ying Gee, Officer-At-Large

Brent Gillette, Officer-At-Large

Barry Goodman, Officer-At-Large

Sigrid Grace, Officer-At-Large

David Hecker, Officer-At-Large

Rudy Hobbs, Officer-At-Large

Morris Hood, Officer-At-Large

Norwood Jewell, Officer-At-Large

Kathleen Johnston-Calati, Officer-At-Large

Faiz Kahn, Officer-At-Large

Michael Lee, Officer-At-Large

Jay McMurran, Officer-At-Large

Ray Michaels, Officer-At-Large

Chris Michalakis, Officer-At-Large

Kevin Moore, Officer-At-Large

Gloria Moya, Officer-At-Large

Linda Myers, Officer-At-Large

Benny Napoleon, Officer-At-Large

Dia Pearce, Officer-At-Large

Joyce Phelps, Officer-At-Large
Steve Pontoni, Officer-At-Large

Doug Pratt, Officer-At-Large

Swarn Rajpal, Officer-At-Large

Todd Regis, Officer-At-Large

Basil Simon, Officer-At-Large

Zachary Steve, Officer-At-Large 
Paul Stevenson, Officer-At-Large

Rashida Tlaib, Officer-At-Large

Kevin Tolbert, Officer-At-Large

Gretchen Whitmer, Officer-At-Large

Kym Worthy, Officer-At-Large

Dated:
January 4, 2012
Detroit, Michigan
STATE PARTY DIRECTIVE ON PROPORTIONAL VOTING

I.
Our Convention Calls states require that the proportional voting system (by county in multi-county districts 1-8, 10-12 and 15; by districts in districts 9, 13 and 14) shall be used in Conventions and Caucuses, and on the floor of the Endorsement Convention.

A.
Multi-County Districts (1-8, 10-12 and 15)


Each county’s “State Allocation of Delegate Vote” will be equally divided by the number of persons from that county.  If Y county had an SADV of 60, and there were 20 persons present on the floor from that county and they voted 15-5 on a certain resolution, the State Allocated Delegate Vote would be 45-15.  If 120 persons had been present and the vote was 100-20, the SADV would be 50-10.  There are two ways to compute this:


1.
Divide the number of persons present into the SADV which gives you the SADV vote per person (20 into 60 give 3 SADV votes per person).


2.
Take the vote of the people present, figure the percentages to the SADV for that county (a 15-5 vote equals 75%-25%; 75% of 60 = 45, 25% of 60 = 15; SADV vote is 45-15).


B.
Districts 9, 13 and 14


Each district’s “State Allocation of Delegate Vote” will be equally divided by the number of persons from that district.  If Y district had an SADV of 60, and there were 20 persons present on the floor from that district and they voted 15-5 on a certain resolution, the State Allocated Delegate Vote would be 45-15.  If 120 persons had been present and the vote was 100-20, the SADV would be 50-10.  There are two ways to compute this:


1.
Divide the number of persons present into the SADV which gives you the SADV vote per person (20 into 60 gives 3 SADV votes per person).


2.
Take the vote of the people present, figure the percentages from that vote, and apply the percentages to the SADV for that district (a 15-5 vote equals 75%-25%; 75% of 60 = 45, 25% of 60 = 15; SADV vote is 45-15).

II.
Proportional Voting Systems 


As provided by Michigan Democratic Party Rules (Article 2.A.8), proportional voting shall be used in the election of delegates and alternates to any Convention, for the election of delegates and alternates of the Democratic State Central Committee, and for the election of members of any County or District Executive Committee.


Any of the following systems may be adopted by a Convention or Caucus in order to insure compliance with the Party’s rules on Proportional Voting. (Lots shall be drawn to break any ties).

III. A.
Cumulative Voting


All candidates appear in alphabetical order.  Each voter has as many votes as there are positions to be filled.  The voter can distribute his/her vote(s) in any manner, for example all votes for one candidate or one per position to be filled, or anything in between.  Those elected are those with the highest vote total, counting down to the number of positions to be filled.


B.
List or Slate Voting


When slate voting is used, the rules should describe a nominating process that groups the positions to be filled by title and gender.  It is permissible for such groupings to create single member offices so long as equal division of gender is maintained.


Under this system a list or slate may be submitted by any person or group.  Each slate has an identifying name or symbol.  The number of names on a slate may be as few as one person or any number up to the number to be selected.  Each voter has one vote, which is cast for a particular slate.  The results are tabulated and the percentages set.  The number of those elected from each slate is based on the formula N > 1/ (x+1), when N equals the vote required to elect one person and x equals the number of positions.  If there are any unfilled positions, the largest unused percentage shall receive the first unfilled position, the second highest unused percentage shall receive the second position, and so on.

The persons selected are determined by the order in which their names are listed on the slate beginning with the top and moving down until the total number of positions which the slate is entitled to has been filled.

IV. C.
At-Large Preferential


All candidates are listed on the ballot.  The voter ranks the candidates in order of preference as far as he/she wishes to.  Points are assigned to each rank order depending upon the number of positions to be filled, for example, if there are five positions to be filled, a person receiving a number 1 ranking would receive 4 points, and so on.  The number of candidates equal to the number of positions to be elected that receive the highest number of points are elected.

III.
Geographical Distribution System


A system of geographical distribution may be adopted.  Under this system, the positions to be elected are allocated to pre-existing political or election subdivisions.  This must be done on a one Democrat-one vote basis.  If this system is adopted and there is more than one person elected from any of these subdivisions, a proportionate voting system (See II, above) must be used.

I. Instant Runoff Voting 


In an election for a single member office, this system may be used. Under this system, each voter has one (1) vote and voters rank their candidates in order of choice (1, 2, 3, and so on). Voters can rank as few or as many candidates as they desire. If no candidate gets more than 50 percent of the first-choice votes, the one with the lowest first choice percentage is removed and all the ballots are counted again with the removed candidate’s votes redistributed to their voters’ next choice candidates, as indicated on the ballot. The process repeats until one candidate has the support of a simple majority of the votes cast.

II. Slate Voting Procedures

* Any delegate or seated alternate can submit a slate.

* Each slate will have an identifying name or symbol.

* Candidates not appearing on a submitted slate are considered a slate of one.

* Each delegate or seated alternate has one vote to cast for a particular slate.

Step 1:
  The permanent caucus chair will read the names of approved candidates into nomination.

Step 2:
  Caucus participants submit slates.

Step 3:
  The slates are read and votes cast.

Step 4:
  The results are tabulated and the percentage each slate received is determined.



(# of votes cast for the slate/total votes cast)

Step 5:
  The percentage required to elect one person is determined.



Percentage to elect one person >        1____                





         (# of positions) + 1

Step 6: 
  By comparing the percentage necessary to elect one position with the total percentage received by a slate will determine the allocation of positions.  Any unfilled positions are allocated to the largest unused percentages.  


The persons selected are determined by the order in which their names are listed on the slate.


Example


5 positions to be elected

	Slate A:

Sue 

Bob

Betty

Steve

Time

10 votes

20%
	Slate B:

Debbie

Sven

Tom 

Ingrid

Jack

15 votes

30%
	Slate C:

Alfred

Oscar

Ralph

Olaf

Donna

25 votes

50%


% to elect one position >              1              = .1666




        5    +    1


Allocating Positions 

	   .20

- .1667 (1)

  .0333
	   .30

- .1667 (1)

  .1333
	   .50

- .1667 (1)

  .3333

- .1667 (2)

  .1666 (3)



OR

# of positions awarded =                  Slate Percentage_______                  



      % needed to elect one delegate 

	    .20 = 1.1998

.1667
	    .30  = 1.7996

.1667
	    .50 =2.9994

.1667


The candidates elected are:

	Slate A:

Sue
	Slate B:

Debbie
	Slate C:

Alfred

Oscar

Ralph
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